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Computer Graphic Arts Special Career Education students at Islip 
Career Center (ICC) created a positive message against bullying for a 
T-Shirt production project and National Bullying Prevention Month. They 
embraced the power of love. Computer Graphic Arts Teacher Cora Weule-
Sparwasser decided that a T-Shirt project was a perfect opportunity for 
her students to learn a new career skill, 
vinyl printing, and create a positive 
message against bullying. 

The T-Shirt campaign became the voice of the school and promoted 
positive social behavior. It influenced and attracted the attention of the 
staff. Weule-Sparwasser said, “The students are very proud of the T-Shirt 
design. The message had a powerful impact in our school community.”
The “Love is Greater Than Hate” T-Shirts were used as a fundraiser for 
the SkillsUSA Chapter at ICC. SkillsUSA is 
America’s largest association of teachers 
and students involved in trade, technical, 
and skills service training.

Martin Castro, a Sachem CSD student in the Digital Professional 
Photography Program at the Academy at Bixhorn Technical Center 
(BTC) collected images from his classmates and created a poster 
for Walk Now For Autism Speaks. He combined several puzzle piece 
graphic elements and pictures to form a mosaic puzzle picture of the 
Autism Speaks Walk that took place on the BTC campus.  
Walk Now For Autism Speaks, the nation’s largest grassroots autism 
walk program, raises awareness about the autism spectrum and the 
fundraising efforts which support autism research. 
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Lorenzo, Longwood CSD; German, 
Bayport-Blue Point UFSD; and Antonio, 

Middle Country CSD display the finished 
“Love is Greater Than Hate” designed T-shirt.

Love is Greater Than Hate
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Students from Premm Learning Center invited 
representatives from Last Chance Animal Rescue to  
their school to present them with food, towels, treats, 
and cleaning supplies for rescued cats and dogs. 
These items were gathered by the students during  
a pet drive.
Andrea Allen, a volunteer from Last Chance Animal 
Rescue, said, “We rescue animals from high-kill 
shelters in North and South Carolina. A sanctuary 
was established in Carlisle, South Carolina by the 
organization’s founder, Whitney Knowlton, who has 
since relocated from Southampton to the Carolinas 
to be closer to where the animals are and to be more 
“hands on.” There are approximately 150 dogs and 
100 cats living in the sanctuary.
Allen said, “We transport animals every week and hold 
adoption events across Long Island.” The organization has 
adopted out over 1000 animals a year.
Students learned that the Last Chance Animal Rescue has a 
Rescue Ranger Program for kids ages 6-16. This program teaches 
empathy, responsibility, and how to care for an animal.
“We are so happy to receive the donations from the students  
at Premm. Every bit counts,” said Allen.

Students at Islip Academic Center (IAC) 
and IAC at Islip Career Center (ICC) 
created murals to commemorate 9-11. 
The New York City skyline, a rendition 
of the Brooklyn Bridge, and the 
Golden Gate Bridge were sketched 
and placed on bulletin boards. Each 
student wrote a poem, or expressed 
an emotion or thought on a paper 
cutout and placed the figure on a 
bridge. The theme was United We Stand.
Art Teacher Gina Akscin said, “The figures 
coming together on the bridges, along with the 
feelings of the students, brought us all together in IAC 
and ICC. We will never forget.”

UNITED WE STAND

Andrea Allen poses with her son Samuel, Last 
Chance Animal Rescue volunteers, and ESBOCES 

students Chris, Central Islip UFSD; Stephanie, 
East Islip UFSD; and Summer Supervisor Kevin 

McGovern. Students in Special Education Teacher 
Lori Kachmar’s class made the Pet Drive poster.

STUDENTS DONATE TO LAST 
CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE
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Bellport Academic 
Center students 
are easing 
frustrations 
and anxieties  

while attaining 
a zen-like state to 

boost learning with the 
Zentangle method of mindful 

doodling that challenges users to 
fill in traditional shapes or figures with 

repetitious patterns. This process offers a therapeutic,  
art-making experience.

This Word Wall bulletin board goes beyond simply 
defining terms as students “dress” it with images and 
artifacts to bring these definitions to life.

Erica, Mount Sinai UFSD and John, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, hold their iPads 
which feature their work on the website, FreeRice.com

Amanda, Sachem CSD and Cailin, Rocky Point UFSD, 
from Mrs. Schneider’s 11th grade English class, engage  

the interactive Word Wall to support their essay writing.

Mark Breckles, ESBOCES Special Education teacher at the Jefferson Academic 
Center, is helping his students learn while benefiting 

starving families around the globe. He is doing this 
with the help of a website called FreeRice.com. 

This site is owned by and supports the United 
Nations World Food Program. For every 10 

questions that students answer correctly, 
FreeRice donates 10 grains of rice to 
starving families worldwide. Students 
practice vocabulary, science, math, 
Spanish, and other subjects. Mr. Breckles 
is proud to report that his students have 
officially hit the 50,000 mark in terms of 
correct answers. His class plans to construct 
a progress thermometer to monitor their 

efforts in reaching their goal of one million correct 
answers. Way to go, students!

STUDENTS FEED THE HUNGRY BY STUDYING

Meditative Artwork and Interactive Word Walls 
Display Enhance Learning

Online Educational Tool Donates Rice While Students Practice Skills

BAC SHOWS OFF THEMED BULLETIN BOARDS

Matthew,  
Islip UFSD, poses in front 
of the school’s Zentangle 
bulletin board.
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Culinary students at Centereach Academic Center learned to expertly 
roast and bake seasonal fruits,  vegetables, and seeds such 
as apples, corn, pumpkin, pumpkin seeds, and sweet 

potatoes. This locally-grown produce was 
impeccably seasoned before being 

roasted, toasted, and baked. Not 
a word was heard in the room 

while students and staff eagerly 
sampled the fruits of their 

labor.

VEGGIE ROAST HITS CAC 

The altruistic students at Brookhaven 
Learning Center experienced  
a lesson in leadership when 
they adorned water 
bottles with ESBOCES 
labels. These bottles 
were made available 
to Team ESBOCES 
members at the 
regional Autism 
Awareness Walk 
at Jones Beach in 
October. Thank you 
students for all  
your efforts!

STUDENTS TAKE LEAD  
IN FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

Fall Fruits and Vegetables Take Center Stage in the Kitchens

Lend their Support to an Agency Initiative

Classroom Aide Rosette Creta  
assists Bobby, Longwood CSD,  

as he wraps water bottles  
with ESBOCES labels.

Jamaal, Brentwood UFSD, 
holds water bottles  

to be re-labeled.

Classroom Aide Cecelia Loughlin 
and John, Sachem CSD,  

partner up.

Ishawn, Riverhead CSD, 
holds roasted potatoes.

Rob, Central Islip UFSD,  
roasts fresh corn to perfection.

Kae’lb, Three Village CSD, 
shows off some roasted corn.



5

Sayville Academic Center at Seneca Middle School students wanted to do 
something grand for the special people in their lives: their grandparents. 
They held a Grandparents Day Tea with cookies, a book reading, and 
crafted a special treat for the birds in the courtyard. Grandparents were 
also given the opportunity to meet their grandchildren’s teachers.
The event was akin to a surprise party. The grandparents were staged 
in the multi-purpose room waiting to see the face of their grandchild 
when the door opened. As the students entered the event room, they 
scanned all the faces to find their special grandparent. Smiles and 
hugs were abundant at each table.
Interim Assistant Principal Walter Galvin spoke briefly to the 
grandparents: “It’s important that you get valued by your grandchildren. 
Enjoy them while they are young, and at every stage of their life.”
After socializing, sipping tea, and nibbling on cookies, everyone 
listened as Special Education Aide Amanda Haase 
read the book Love You Forever by  
Robert Munsch.
Principal Michelle Carpenter said,  
“We will continue to celebrate 
Grandparents Day so the students 
have an opportunity to 
appreciate and express 
their love to their 
grandparents.”

GRANDPARENTS DAY TEA

Matthew enjoys time 
with his “Noni.”

Grandpa James 
with grandson and 

namesake James.

Special Education Aide Amanda Haase 
reads “Love You Forever” to the  

students and grandparents.

Grandma Bridgette and Grandpa Pedro  
spend some time with their granddaughter Ana, 

a student from the Brentwood UFSD.

Students and staff at Jefferson Academic Center created a Breast Cancer 
Awareness Scarecrow as part of an annual scarecrow activity. This year they 
chose to dress the scarecrow with a pink hat, buttons, scarf, shoelaces, and 
 shirt to bring awareness to breast cancer.
The scarecrow was on  
display in the town of  
Port Jefferson.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS SCARECROWS



Westhampton Beach Learning Center held its annual pumpkin  
decorating contest. The student creations were bootiful and spooktacular!

HALLOWEEN FUN FOR EVERYONE
ESBOCES Students Channel  
their Creative “Spirits” during Halloween
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Centereach Academic Center 
culinary students expertly 
prepare Halloween-themed 
sugar cookies . . . creative  
and delicious!
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The winners of the Sayville Academic Center at Seneca Middle School 
pumpkin decorating contest made ingenious use of paint and props.

Retired Special Education Teacher Joanne Boutin-Clarke returned to 
Sayville Academic Center dressed as her alter ego, “Viola Swamp.” 
Viola read a Halloween story to students and taught them to sing 
The 13 Days of Halloween.
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James Buchrieser’s class at Brookhaven Learning Center 
recently celebrated their second Annual Oktoberfest. 
They employed a large group instruction strategy and 
invited two other classes to join the festivities. The 
focus was on German culture and geography. Students 
sampled German cuisine, had fun in the root beer 
garden, and participated in the polka dance-off and 
yodeling contests. Wunderbar!

OKTOBERFEST COMES TO BLC
Students Learn about German Cuisine,  
Culture, and Geography

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Follow ESBOCES on

Download 
our new 

mobile app!

Eugene from Longwood CSD enjoys 
pretzels and German cuisine at the 
second Annual BLC Oktoberfest.

Oktoberfest fun at BLC!

Individual Aide Keith Elliot 
and Special Education Teacher 

James Buchrieser prepare 
delicious German food for the 

Oktoberfest celebration.

Sarai, Sachem CSD, 
participates in the yodeling 
contest during Oktoberfest.
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Health Science students studying Practical Nursing 
participated in the Hercules on the Harbor Walk for 
Beauty in Stony Brook. They walked to improve 
awareness about breast cancer and raised $1,000.

RAISING DONATIONS AND 
RAISING AWARENESS

Students in Cora Weule-Sparwasser’s Computer 
Graphic Arts class at Islip Career Center 
brainstormed at the boardroom table with client, 
James L. DiCamillo of RMP Capital Corporation. 
Mr. DiCamillo had the students design a brochure 

for an event he coordinated. Students took notes 
and asked questions and were each treated to a 

small gift from Mr. DiCamillo. RMP is an ESBOCES 
business and industry partner and our Graphic Arts 

students put their skills into real-world practice by 
designing items for the organization.

GRAPHIC ART STUDENTS GET 
REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

Students Design Projects for  
Business Client

James L. DiCamillo, RMP Capital Corporation, discusses the 
parameters for a design project with ESBOCES Graphic Arts 

Teacher Cora Weule-Sparwasser and her Graphic Arts students.

Adult Education Health Science students  
Rebecca Robins, Sayville; Jan Johrden, 

Hauppauge; Gabriela Benavides, Brentwood;  
and Ferdousi Jahan, Mastic, were  

all smiles after the walk.

Seven graduates from the 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Barbering 
Program volunteered their time 
for Operation Stand Down 
at the Veterans Hospital in 
Northport. The purpose of 
this event is for veterans 
to receive services like 
haircuts, medical and 
dental care; enjoy a 
warm meal, and enjoy 
the camaraderie of people 
in a safe environment.The 
barbering graduates provided 
over 86 haircuts and shaves to  
the veterans.

BARBERING GRADUATE STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
AT OPERATION STAND DOWN
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Art, Design, and Communication students at the 
Academy at Bixhorn Technical Center created designer 
wig stands for breast cancer patients at the Carol 
Baldwin Breast Cancer Center in Stony Brook. At the 
end of the day, the students want the patients to have 
a smile on their face when they see the inspirational 

and beautiful artwork on the wig stand. 
The students also sold student-

designed silk-screened T-shirts. 
All proceeds were donated to 

the Carol Baldwin Center.

DESIGNER WIG STANDS 

The Academy at Ward Technical Center 
students in the Audio Production Program 
attended the Audio Engineering Convention at 
the Jacob Javits Center in Manhattan. Students 
gained access to Studio Four, otherwise known 
as “The Log Cabin,” aptly named because it is a 
self-contained studio in the heart of New York City. 
They had the opportunity to view and operate a 
64-channel Neve console. Teacher Bill Sperl said, “They 
were awed that the main speakers for this studio are priced 
at $40,000 and the cost of the console was about $300,000.”
The students were given a full tour of the entire building by Obie O’Brien, 
director of video and audio production, at the Manhattan Center.
The convention highlighted all of the newest products used in the audio industry. 
Sperl said, “This was the first time many of the students had been in a professional 
recording studio.”

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Hailey Buccino, Bay Shore UFSD, 
puts the finishing touches on 
the wig stand she created for a 
breast cancer patient.

Alexa DiBlasi, an adult student, 
created her wig stand  
using decoupage.

Download 
our new 

mobile app!

ACADEMY STUDENTS ATTEND 
AUDIO ENGINEERING 
CONVENTION
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The Academy at Bixhorn Technical Center STEM High School students visited Centereach Academic Center (CAC) to 
learn how the Golden Ratio 1.6818, also known as the Flower of Life, and scientific and engineering applications are 
inherent in the labyrinth that was recently built on the grounds of CAC. After the classroom presentation, the students 

walked the labyrinth and experienced how walking it promotes 
mindfulness, a state of active, open attention to the present.

School Counselor and inventor Charlie Tedesco hosted 
the presentation. He brought items for the students to 

examine that he designed and printed on 3D and 
laser printers using sandstone and metal. Robert 
McNamee, a Connetquot CSD student, said he 
really likes the STEM program because he learns 
something new every day. He admitted he never 
heard of a labyrinth. “I was interested in learning 

how it was constructed; from excavation, to 
completion.  I’m glad I had the opportunity to see 

it first-hand,” McNamee said. 
STEM Engineering Teacher Ed Moloney said, 
“Mr. Tedesco’s presentation did a fantastic job of 
explaining how all matter is tied to five different 
shapes and the Fibonacci curve. The students 
see how the curve applies to everything, whether 
something is man-made designed or comes from 
nature. This information is helpful in courses like 
civil and architectural engineering when a student 
has to design something from the ground-up. Now 
they have an understanding of where past designs 
have come from and why they may or may not be 
pleasing to the eye when they don’t follow the 
mathematical formula of nature.”

ENGINEERING PRINCIPLES AND A LABYRINTH

Two students from the Academy’s STEM High School, along with 
their engineering teacher, principal, and an administrator, 
recorded an episode for Bob Vecchio’s news radio show, 
Spotlight on LI Schools. The show highlights the many 
positive things happening right here in Long Island’s 
public schools, and discussed the STEM High School’s 
trademark hands-on, project-based learning methods, 
in addition to what branch of engineering students 
plan to study in college, and how the program 
exceeded their expectations. This episode aired 
on 103.9 in October. To hear it, visit the ESBOCES 
YouTube Channel.

STEM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
GIVE RADIO INTERVIEW EASTERN LONG ISLAND

ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY
Find Your Future Here

Michael Panico, Connetquot CSD;, 
ESBOCES Engineering Instructor 

Edward Maloney; and Andrew Hubner, 
Shoreham-Wading River CSD, stand 

outside of the LI News Radio station.

Students Discuss their Experiences in the 
Academy Engineering Program

Science, Technology,
Engineering, MathematicsSTEM

STEM high school  
students walk the labyrinth  
on the grounds of CAC.
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Community-minded cosmetology students 
from the Harry B. Ward Technical Center 
travelled to the ESBOCES Hines Administration 
Center to raise money for breast cancer 
awareness through the sale of pink hair 
extensions. Go students!

THINKING PINK  
FOR BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS
Student Activists Donate their Time  
and Skill for a Worthy Cause
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Cosmetology students Meaghan Doyle, 
Miller Place UFSD and Kaitlyn Lafond, 

Miller Place UFSD, at the pink hair 
extension fundraiser.

Kayla Kellachan, Eastport-South Manor 
CSD; Rebecca Spradley, Eastport-South 

Manor CSD; Jessica Newton, East 
Hampton UFSD; and Teacher Assistant  

Hadely Hafemeister.
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